The Ascension of the Lord

The Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord marks the moment when Jesus
ascended into heaven, completing His earthly mission and entrusting His
disciples with the task of spreading the Gospel. This celebration reminds us of
Christ’s promise that, though He has returned to the Father, He remains with us
through the Holy Spirit.

It is a profound moment in the liturgical calendar, marking Jesus' return to the
Father while commissioning His disciples to continue His mission. It is a
celebration of both departure and promise—Jesus physically leaves, yet assures
His followers of the coming of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus' ascension is not an abandonment but a completion. He has fulfilled His
earthly mission, conquered sin and death, and now takes His place at the right
hand of the Father. The Gospel of Luke 24:46-53 reminds us that Jesus opened
the minds of His disciples to understand the Scriptures, preparing them for their
role as witnesses.

The disciples are not left in despair but are given a mission: to proclaim the
Gospel to all nations. Acts 1:1-11 describes how Jesus instructs them to remain
in Jerusalem until they receive the Holy Spirit. This moment is a transition from
being followers to becoming

Jesus assures His disciples that they will not be alone. The Holy Spirit will
empower them, guiding and strengthening them in their mission. This promise
leads directly to the celebration of Pentecost, which follows Ascension Sunday.

Ephesians 1:17-23 speaks of Christ’s exaltation, seated above all powers and
dominions. His ascension is a reminder that our ultimate destiny is with Him in
eternal glory. It is a call to live with hope, knowing that Christ intercedes for us.

The Ascension challenges us to embrace our faith actively. Just as the disciples
were called to be witnesses, we too are invited to live out the Gospel in our daily
lives. It is a moment of transition—from receiving Christ’s teachings to sharing
them with the world.

The Lord invites us to look upward and forward—to the eternal life that awaits us.
Jesus returns to the Father not only because of His divine nature, but also to
prepare a place for us. His Ascension affirms our human destiny: to be with God
forever. Amen!
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