Presentation of the Lord

The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, celebrated on February 2nd,
commemorates the presentation of the child Jesus in the Temple, as prescribed by
Jewish law, and the encounter with Simeon and Anna, two devout individuals who
recognize Jesus as the Messiah. This feast is also known as Candlemas,
symbolizing Christ as the light of the nations.

Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the Temple in obedience to the Law of Moses,
which required the firstborn son to be consecrated to the Lord (Luke 2:22-24). Their
actions were rooted in trust and humility, demonstrating their faithfulness to God. For
believers today, this act of obedience challenges us to reflect on how we respond to
God’s will in our lives.

e Do we embrace God’'s commandments with joy, as Mary and Joseph did, or
do we see them as burdens?

e Do we trust that God’s plans for us are good, even when we don’t fully
understand them?

The encounter with Simeon and Anna is central to this feast. Simeon, filled with the
Holy Spirit, recognizes Jesus as the "light for revelation to the Gentiles" and the
"glory of Israel" (Luke 2:32). His words, “Now, O Lord, you can dismiss your servant
in peace,” express the fulfillment of a lifetime of waiting for the Messiah. Anna, a
prophetess, also rejoices and speaks of the child to all who were awaiting
redemption. Both are witnesses of faith and hope. Their faith and perseverance
remind us of the importance of being attentive to God'’s presence in our lives.

When Simeon held the baby Jesus, he proclaimed Him as the "light for revelation to
the Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel" (Luke 2:32). This feast is a
celebration of light. Historically, it has been associated with the blessing of candles,
symbolizing Christ as the light that dispels darkness. This recognition is central to
our faith: Jesus is the light that dispels darkness, the Savior who brings hope and
redemption to all people.

For believers, this truth carries a profound responsibility. If we believe that Christ is
the light of the world, then we must allow His light to shine through us.

o Are we bringing hope to others in times of darkness?
« Are we living as witnesses to Christ’s love and truth in a world that
desperately needs it?

This feast reminds us to carry the light of Christ into our homes, workplaces, and
communities, becoming beacons of hope and faith for others.



The feast is more than just a celebration of an event in Jesus’ life. It is a profound
reminder of how we, as believers, are called to live: with obedience, faith, and
dedication to God.

As we reflect on this feast, let us ask ourselves:
« Are we presenting ourselves to God daily, offering Him our hearts and lives?
« Are we allowing the light of Christ to shine through us, drawing others to Him?

« Are we living with hope and trust in God’s promises, even in difficult times?

May this feast inspire us to live as true disciples of Christ, fully dedicated to God and
radiating His light in the world. Amen!
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